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The Role of the Food Industry in Uzbekistan’s Industrial Development:
Trends, Structural Changes and Statistical Assessment

Adilbekov Allayar Adilbekovich!
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Abstract. This study analyzes the development trends and economic role of the food industry in Uzbekistan using
official statistical data for 2000-2025. The research examines production dynamics, the industry's share in
manufacturing and consumer goods, and per capita production indicators. The results indicate that the food
industry has achieved stable growth through modernization, increased processing of agricultural raw materials,
and structural economic reforms. Despite a declining share in manufacturing, the industry remains a strategic
contributor to food security, industrial competitiveness, and sustainable economic development.
Recommendations are proposed to support digitalization, innovation, and deeper processing of agricultural
products.

Keywords: food industry,; Uzbekistan; manufacturing industry; food security; economic development; statistical
analysis

PoJib MIeBoi NPOMbILIJIEHHOCTH B Pa3BUTHHM NPOMBILIVIEHHOCTH
Y30ekucrana: TeHACHIMH, CTPYKTYPHbIE U3MEHEHHMSI M CTATHCTHYECKAA
OLICHKA

AHHOTaUUsA. B cmamve uccnedosanvl meHoeHyuy pazgumus i IKOHOMUUECKAs: polb NUWEBOU NPOMbIULIEHHOCMU
Pecnyonuxu  Vzbexucman na ocHoge oguyuanvbix cmamucmuyeckux Oanmvix  3a  2000-2025  ee.
Ipoananuzuposansl Ounamuxa npouzeo0cmeda, 0015 ompaciu 6 obpabamvléaroujell NPOMbIUIEHHOCIIU U
nokazamenu Npou3eo0Cmed Ha OYUly Hacelenus. Ycmauoseieno, umo ycmouuugoe passumue Oompaciu
obecneuugaemcs MooepHuzayuel npou3soocmea, yernyoneHuem nepepabomku CenbCKOXO3AUCHMEEHHO20 CbIPbs U
cmpykmyprvimu - pepopmamu. Ilpednooicenvl  Hanpasnenus OanbHeuuez0 paseumus Ompaciu Ha OCHOGe
yugposuzayuu, UHHOBAYUU U NOGBIUIEHUA dPDeKmusHocmu nepepadomxu.

Kniwoueswle cnosa: nuujesas npomviutiennocms, Pecnyonuka Y3bexucman, oopabamvieaiowas
NPOMBIUIEHHOCb, NPOO0BOILCHBEHHASL O€30NACHOCTIb, IKOHOMUYECKOe PA3gumue;, Cmamucmuieckutl aHaius.

In the Republic of Uzbekistan, structural  attention is paid to increasing the competitiveness
modernization of the economy, diversification of  of this industry, expanding the level of deep
industry, and ensuring national food security are  processing of local raw materials, and producing
among the priority directions of state economic  import-substituting and export-oriented products,
policy. In this process, the food industry serves as  as confirmed by international research[2-5; 9].
one of the important drivers of the country's In economic literature, various aspects of food
economic growth not only by providing the  industry development, including its
population with high-quality food products but  competitiveness, impact on economic growth, and
also by deeply processing agricultural products, role in the industry structure, have been
creating high added value, increasing export  extensively researched. However, in the context
potential, and creating new jobs[l; 4; 5], whichis  of Uzbekistan, there are insufficient studies
assessed in international practice as one of the  dedicated to the comprehensive assessment of
main factors for developing agro-food value  industry development trends based on long-term
chains[6; 8]. official statistical data, the assessment of its share

In recent years, large-scale reforms have been  in the structure of manufacturing and consumer
carried out in the country aimed at developing the  goods, and the relationship between growth rates
food industry, expanding processing capacities,  and production indicators per capita. In particular,
modernizing production processes, implementing  in the scientific research of foreign economists
international quality standards, and attracting  such as J.S. Mokrziska[8], M.J. Eskandari[9],
investment. Within the framework of the New  K.E. Soyebandriya[10], and J. Shoham[11], the
Uzbekistan  Development  Strategy, special  role of the food industry in the structure of the
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country's industrial sector was assessed, and using
the methodology used in this scientific research
process, we also deemed it necessary to evaluate
the role of the food industry in the industry of
Uzbekistan.

In this regard, the purpose of this study is to
comprehensively analyze the role of the food
industry in the national economy of the Republic
of Uzbekistan based on official statistical data,
evaluate the development trends of the industry,
and develop scientifically grounded conclusions

and practical proposals for its further
development.

The scientific novelty of the study is that it
provides a comparative analysis of the

development dynamics of the food industry for
2000-2025 with indicators of the manufacturing
industry, the volume of consumer goods
production, and per capita, and provides a
comprehensive assessment of structural changes
and the developmental characteristics of the
industry in the country's economy.
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Figure 1. Volume of food production in Uzbekistan, in
billion soums

The analysis results show that during the
period from 2010 to 2025, the volume of food
production in the Republic of Uzbekistan had a
steady growth trend. This growth is explained not
only by the increase in agricultural production
volumes but also by the expansion of deep
processing capacities, the growth of investment
activity, and the institutional reforms being
implemented in the industry[7].

Analysis shows that the acceleration of growth
rates after 2017 is a positive result of measures
taken in the country to modernize industry,
improve the investment climate, and support
export-oriented production.

According to the analysis, the volume of food
production in the country for 2010-2025 is
characterized by a steady growth trend.
Specifically, if between 2010 and 2016, the
volume of food production in the country
increased from 5521.5 billion soums to 22400.5
billion soums, then under the conditions of New
Uzbekistan, due to the development of the
industry and the increase in the volume of
processing agricultural products, especially fruits
and vegetables, meat and meat products, milk,
and dairy products, the volume of food products
produced in the country by 2025 amounted to
109923.9 billion soums (see Figure 1). According
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to official statistical data, if in 2019-2023, the
volume of food industry production in the country
had an accelerated growth trend compared to
2010-2018, then in 2023-2025, the growth trend
observed in previous periods is characterized by
further acceleration. This situation is explained by
the fact that in recent years, priority has been
given to measures aimed at increasing the
modernization coefficient at the country's food
industry enterprises by equipping them with
production machinery that allows for the deep
processing of raw materials. These results also
align with the assessments of World Bank and
European Union experts on the modernization of
Uzbekistan's agro-food sector[5].
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Figure 2. Food production volume relative to the total
volume of manufacturing industry products, in percent

Additionally, the food industry is one of the
sectors producing products that are part of the
population's  primary  consumption. When
evaluated in relation to the volume of the
country's manufacturing industry products, the
volume of food production in the period under
study accounted for 19.2 percent of the total
volume of manufacturing industry products in
2010, 24.5 percent in 2016, and 12.1 percent by
2025 (see Figure 2). The decrease in the share of
food products in the total volume of
manufacturing industry products in individual
years does not mean that the industry is in crisis.
On the contrary, this situation indicates that other
high-tech industries with high added value are
developing at a faster pace in the country's
economy.

From this perspective, the reduction of the
relative share of the food industry while
maintaining growth in absolute production
volume can be evaluated as a result of structural
diversification of the economy.

It should be noted that as the country's
economy industrializes, structural changes are
occurring in the manufacturing industry and the
transition to the production of high-tech products.
As a result, in the structure of the manufacturing
industry's total output, the volume of food
production has a downward trend, as proven by
numerous scientific studies in economic literature.
A similar practice is observed in our country, i.e.,
it can be concluded that as a result of the
development of the industrial sector in the
conditions of New Uzbekistan, including the
priority of producing industrial products with high
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added value based on modern technologies in
various industrial sectors, the volume of food
production tends to decrease compared to the total
manufacturing industry. In recent years, the
integration of digital technologies, automated
management, and value chains has been
recognized as one of the important factors in
increasing the competitiveness of the food
industry[10; 11].

To clarify the analysis results, attention must
be paid to the structural indicators of consumer
goods production. To date, numerous scientific
studies conducted in economic literature have
concluded that the growth of the country's
population's well-being causes structural changes
in the production of consumer goods and their
consumption costs. At the same time, scientific
views have been formed regarding the
improvement of public welfare, i.e., as the
country industrializes, the population's income
increases and the volume of non-food production
in the structure of consumer goods increases.
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Figure 3. Structural indicators of consumer goods
production in Uzbekistan's industry, as a percentage of
total volume

According to the analysis, while the share of
food products in the structure of consumer goods
produced in the country's industry decreased by
8.6 percentage points from 46.9 to 38.3 percent
between 2000 and 2010, this figure increased by
3.5 percentage points to 43.1 percent between
2010 and 2015. In the period up to 2020, the share
of food products in the total volume of
manufactured consumer goods decreased by 11.3
percentage points to 31.8 percent, and by 2025, it
increased by 4.9 percent compared to 2020 to
36.7 percent. Overall, between 2000 and 2025, the
share of food products in the structure of
consumer goods produced in the country
decreased by 10.2 percentage points, showing a
trend of dynamic development (see Figure 3).
This situation is characterized by the fact that in
the structure of consumer goods production in the
country, the production volume of non-food goods
with high added value has a high growth trend
compared to the production volume of food
products. The change in the share of food
products in the structure of consumer goods
reflects the structural changes occurring in the
structure  of consumption and industrial
production in the country's economy.
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The increase in the share of non-food products
is associated with an increase in public income,
changes in consumer culture, and the
diversification of industrial sectors. At the same
time, the continued growth of food production
volumes in absolute terms confirms the
sustainable development of this sector.

This circumstance indicates that the ratio
between food prices and other types of consumer
goods, including their production volumes, is
constantly changing. Most domestic experts
expressed the opinion that this situation is related
to the increase in the tax burden on enterprises,
the high need to modernize production equipment,
and therefore the costs of its renewal have led to
an increase in product prices, the high cost of
banking services (high interest rates) provided in
the country, and the unjustified increase in food
prices produced through the use of credit and
leasing services. At the same time, the
effectiveness of financial support programs
implemented by the state to finance innovations in
enterprise activities is at a low level, and the
allocated preferences, tax, and credit benefits are
insufficient to cover the costs[12]. This, in turn,
leads to a trend of dynamic development in the
share of food products within the structure of
consumer goods production. At the same time, it
is intended to include production costs and
financial obligations to be fulfilled by the
enterprise.

Also, when analyzing the development trends
of the food industry in the country, a mutual
comparative comparison of the growth trends in
food production volumes is conducted relative to
the structure of the country's manufacturing
industry. At the same time, it is considered normal
that the volume of food production usually has a
relatively higher indicator compared to the
development trends of the general manufacturing
industry. Since the demand of the country's
population for consumer goods, especially food
products, is of paramount importance compared to
other types of products, as population incomes
increase, the volume of food production also
increases, and it is a normal phenomenon when it
is slightly higher or equal to the overall average
indicator of the manufacturing industry[13]. This
means that the population's demand for food
products is being effectively met.

It should be noted that due to Uzbekistan's high
natural-geographical potential for agricultural
production, the resource and raw material
capabilities of the country's food industry stand
out compared to other sectors. In particular, the
volume of demand for products grown in the
country's agriculture is high not only in domestic
but also in international markets, and this
circumstance allows for the conclusion that the
development of the food industry through the
deep processing of grown agricultural products
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can have a positive impact on the country's export
potential. In this regard, based on the analysis of
growth trends in food industry production in the
country over recent years, it will be possible to
assess the development rates of the industry
compared to the manufacturing industry.

2014 2015 201 2018

2010 2011 2012 2013 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Figure 4. Growth trends in manufacturing and food
industry production volumes in Uzbekistan (in percent
compared to the previous year)

According to official data, the growth rate of
the volume of products produced in the food
industry has had a trend of dynamic development
in both the country's manufacturing and food
industries. According to calculations, if in 2010-
2025, the average annual growth trend of products
produced in the country's manufacturing industry
was 107.4%, then in the food industry, this figure
was 107.1% (see Figure 4). The achievement of
average annual growth rates in production
volumes during the statistical observation period
indicates that the population's demand for food
products is being effectively met. Before forming
a general conclusion, we consider it appropriate to
analyze the trends in the development of food
production volume per capita. Calculations show
that during the period under study, the growth
rates of manufacturing and food industry products
formed close to each other. This means that the
food industry is developing as a sustainable
component of the country's industry and is
moving in accordance with general trends in
economic growth.

® Production of consumer goods

B Food products production

SR J > “
RN RN \ w
O o° wo o o ,1'0 027007 007007 40

««««««««««««

LTI

0,
o,

Figure 5. Indicators of the volume of production of
consumer goods and food products per capita in
Uzbekistan, in thousand soums

According to the data, the volume of consumer
goods produced per capita in the country is
characterized by a relatively high volume of food
products. This trend is assessed as a natural socio-
economic situation indicating the effective
satisfaction of the population's needs not only for

ISSN 1694-9315

65

Vol. 1; Iss. Special Issue 2 2026

food but also for other types of consumer goods.
Analysis shows that between 2000 and 2025,
alongside the production of consumer goods per
capita in the country, the production of food
products per capita has maintained a steady
development trend. During the study period, the
volume of consumer goods production per capita
increased from 33.8 thousand soums to 5976.3
thousand soums, and the volume of food
production per capita increased from 15.9
thousand soums to 2025.2 thousand soums.
Specifically, under the conditions of the New
Uzbekistan economy, i.e., between 2017 and
2025, the indicator of consumer goods production
per capita increased 3.2 times, and the volume of
food production per capita increased 2.8 times
(see Figure 5). The obtained results are
characterized by the fact that, along with
increasing the production volume of products
with higher added value than those produced by
food industry enterprises, the quality of food
products is improved and the gap between their
price and cost is significantly reduced through the
technological modernization of food production
practices and the deep processing of raw
materials. The steady growth in food production
volumes per capita testifies to the expanding
opportunities for ensuring food security in the
country. According to FAO data, the stability of
national food systems is an important condition
for ensuring the country's food security and
economic stability[14].

The growth of this indicator is inextricably
linked to the expansion of production capacities,
increased labor productivity, and modernization
processes carried out in the manufacturing
industry.

CONCLUSION. The results of the conducted
research once again confirmed that the food
industry in the Republic of Uzbekistan is one of
the strategic sectors of the national economy.
Analysis has shown that in 2010-2025, the
volume of production in the industry has a steady
growth trend, which is inextricably linked to the
deep processing of agricultural products,
increased investment activity, modernization of
production capacities, and structural reforms
carried out by the state.

During the study, alongside an absolute
increase in production volumes, a decrease in the
share of food products within the structure of total
industrial output was observed. According to the
author, this situation signifies not a slowdown in
the development of the food industry, but the
relatively rapid development of mechanical
engineering, chemistry, electrical engineering, and
other high-tech industries with high added value
in the country's economy.

At the same time, the fact that the pace of food
production has formed close to the overall growth
rates of the country's manufacturing industry
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indicates the high economic stability of the sector
and the possibility of effectively meeting
domestic market needs.

The steady growth of food production
indicators per capita confirms the consistent
strengthening of the level of food security in the
country and the increase in the efficiency of the
processing industry.

Based on the research results, the following
scientific conclusions were formulated:

* the food industry is one of the key sectors
ensuring the structural stability of the country's
economy;

* the high growth rates of the industry reflect
the positive result of production modernization
and investment policy;

* reducing the share of food in the industrial
structure should be viewed as a result of
economic diversification;

* the growth of production indicators per capita
indicates the strengthening of the national food
security level;

* the further development of the industry is
directly linked to increasing the level of high
technologies, digital transformation, and deep
processing of products.

Based on the research results, the following
practical proposals were developed:

1. Widespread implementation of digital
technologies, automated control systems, and
artificial intelligence elements in the food
industry.

2. Expansion of high-value-added product
production by increasing the share of deep
processing of agricultural raw materials.

3. Diversification of export-oriented product
types and strengthening the competitiveness of
national brands in foreign markets.

4. Further improvement of investment, tax, and
credit mechanisms to support the innovative
activity of enterprises.

5. Strengthening competitive advantages in
foreign markets by widely implementing
international quality and food safety standards
into production processes.

Overall, the research results show that the food
industry in Uzbekistan has trends of sustainable
development, and its significance in ensuring the
competitiveness of the national economy, export
potential, and food security will increase in the
coming years.
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